
6th ANNUAL JARAMA WALK 
February 2013 

 
 
The 76th anniversary of the Battle of Jarama will take place between the 14th and 17th of February; the 
main event, as always, will be the Jarama Walk on Saturday 16th.  
 
This is the tenth year we have been commemorating this battle. Ten years ago a few friends, around 
fifty, began this commemoration following its main promoter: Bob Doyle. On February 12th 2003 we 
erected, near Suicide Hill, a humble mound of stones to the remembrance of Kit Conway (a friend of 
Bob’s) and of all his fellow members of the British Battalion and the XV International Brigade. After 
that, others were erected: the big monument to the International Brigades in Morata (2006) and the 
monument to Charlie Donnelly in Rivas (2010). We are gradually placing memorials on the Jarama 
battlefield to remember the heroic struggle of the Spanish and international antifascists and, 
increasingly, these commemorations are becoming more widely celebrated. 
 
The walk this year is especially devoted to the remembrance of the French speaking volunteers 
(French, Belgian, Argelian, Moroccan and Tunisian) who fought at Jarama. There were many, over 
3.000, who were part of the four battalions which comprised the XIV International Brigade, The 
Marseillaise, as well as being part of the Commune de Paris (XI IB), André Marty (XII IB) and Six 
Fevrier (XV IB) battalions. Many of them left their lives at the olive groves in Jarama, one of them was 
Alfred Brugères, a young communist who, having been wounded at the combat in Ciudad 
Universitaria,  encountered death as he was blocking the advance of the fascist troops at this Morata 
plateau.  
 
We would like to devote a special remembrance to François Mazou, who fought in the 6 Fevrier 
battalion. He arrived in Madrid in 1986 to remember his friends and fellow volunteers, "the forgotten 
of Jarama", which was the title of the paper he presented to the Madrid Regional Government. Due to 
his efforts the memory of those combatants began to be acknowledged. First, through the memorial 
placed in 1989 next to a mass grave where those who died rest, and then with the great plaque 
unveiled in 1994 over the back wall of the Morata graveyard.  
 
This year we will probably have the presence of brigader Joseph Almudéver. However, we will have to 
lament the absence of the British brigader David Lomon, who has recently passed away. We will also 
have with us a delegation of French representatives from ACER (Amis et Combatants de l’Espagne 
Républicaine) and, as every year, a significant number of friends from Ireland and the United 
Kingdom as well as from other countries, which will endow the walk with an international character, 
just as there was in the battle that took place in Jarama against fascist troops. 
  
It is also pertinenet to take into consideration the context in which this memorial walk will be taking 
place: Capitalism has produced a profound crisis out of which they are trying to come out at the 
expense of the Welfare State and the social and labour achievements it represents; as always, it strives 
to maximize benefits by bulldozing any obstacles that may limit its predatory impulses against people 
and the environment. Meanwhile ‘democratic’ governments cooperate with this wild Capitalism, with 
its neoliberal policies through the application of the shock doctrine, a blow that numbs the 
conscience and paralyzes the will.  
 
There is a need for a popular movement which, as in the 30s, puts a stop to this conservative tide. The 
alternative struggle should stem from and bind all social groups hit by the reactionary policies of the 
PP and the European Union. We have the example of the Popular Fronts that came into being during 
the thirties whose triumph in France and Spain 77 years ago we commemorate this year. We also have 
the example of international solidarity the brigaders, most of whom had been fighting in their 
countries against the effects of the great 1930s crisis. Their struggle, though temporarily unsuccessful, 
enabled the defeat of fascism in 1945.  



PROGRAMME 
 
Thursday, February 14th 
 
19:00 Presentation of Laurie Levinger’s book ‘Amor y Saludos Revolucionarios: un joven de Ohio en 

la Guerra Civil española’ 
Presentation of the English version of ‘Places of the International Brigades in Madrid’ by Ken 
O’Keefe 

 

Instituto Internacional Americano, Main Hall, C/ Miguel Ángel, 8 

 
Friday, February 15th 
 

18:00 Presentation of the 6th Annual Jarama Walk and homage to the Popular Front: 

Announcement of the publication of the book ‘Antifascistas’ in Spanish by the IBMT 
Prize awarding for the 1st school contest on the International Brigades by FIBI 

20:00   Celebration of the 77th anniversary of the triumph of the Popular Front  
 

Ateneo de Madrid, Main Hall, Calle del Prado, 21 

 
 Saturday, February 16th 
 

9:00 Buses depart in front of the Hotel Agumar, Paseo Reina Cristina, 7 

10:00 6th Jarama Walk to follow the route of the French-Belgian XIV International Brigade. Meeting 
point: car park at restaurante El Alto.  

13:00   Homage to the Spanish republicans and international volunteers who fought in Jarama at the 

International Brigades monument in Morata. 

14:00 Lunch at el Mesón El Cid y visit to the Battle of Jarama museum. 

17:30   Visit to Morata graveyard.  

18:30 Return to Hotel Agumar. 

 
Domingo 17 febrero 
 

10:30   Walk from the (calle Princesa, 72) to the International Brigades monument in Ciudad 
Universitaria. 

12:30   Homage to the International Brigades at the monument in Ciudad Universitaria 
 
 

Bookings:  
 

Those who wish to attend the walk can do so by joining the group at the car park in restaurante El Alto. Buses 
will depart at 9:00 in front of the Hotel Agumar and the cost will be 10 euros per person.  
Lunch at the Mesón El Cid is 25 euros.  
To book a place at the bus or at the lunch on Saturday, please contact jarama2013@gmail.com  
Bookings will be accepted until February 10th.  
A bus will take drivers back to the car park at restaurante El Alto. 
 

Links to google maps 
 
Instituto Internacional Americano: 
https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=es&q=calle+princesa+72+madrid&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.r_qf.&bpcl=40096503&biw=1092&bih=533&
um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl 

 
Bar Restaurante El Alto, M-311, in front of the Pórtland Valderrivas factory 
https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=es&q=calle+princesa+72+madrid&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.r_qf.&bpcl=40096503&biw=1092&bih=533&um=
1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl 
 
Casa de la Flores 
https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=es&q=calle+princesa+72+madrid&ie=UTF-8&ei=jObQUM2mHMy2hAfL9oHgBA&ved=0CAgQ_AUoAA  
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Recorrido de la marcha 
 

 


